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Previous analyses of Japanese empl ent practices have often focused
almostexclusively onregular eppeffoyment, relegating non-regular employmentto a
role as employment buﬁ‘e However, recent years have seenarise in non-regular
employment which requires a renewed analysis of its role and importance.  This
article provides such an analysis and presents two major findings.«
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Previous analyses of Japanese employment practices have often focused

almostexclusively onregular employment, relegating non-regular employmentto a

role as employment buffer.! However, recent years have seen a rise in non-regular
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